
China Field Epidemiology Training Program for Veterinarians (FETPV) Module 1 in 
Qingdao

Module 1 of the China Field Epidemiology Training 
Program for Veterinarians (FETPV) 3rd cohort was 
held from 30 March to 24 April 2015 in Qingdao and 
Beijing. The first three weeks training (30 March-17 
April) was delivered by trainers from the Royal 
Veterinary College (RVC), London and the Friedrich 
Loeffler Institute (FLI), Germany, with assistance of 
Chinese trainers from the China Animal Health and 
Epidemiology Center (CAHEC). A highlight of the 
training was training of Chinese trainers and field 
work on outbreak investigation. 

The first workshop for training of Chinese trainers 
was held from 1 to 3 April in Qingdao during Module 
1. Dr Julian Drewe and Prof Dirk Pfeiffer from the 
RVC delivered the training for 10 Chinese trainers. 
Training of Chinese trainers is a new initiative and 
one of the priorities under the 3rd cohort of the China 
FETPV. The aim is to strengthen these trainers' capacity to teach epidemiology and ensure the expansion and sustainability 
of the China FETPV program. This workshop was also aligned with the Linking Epidemiology and Laboratory Research on 
Transboundary Animal Diseases and Zoonoses in China and EU (LinkTADs) WP3 Field Epidemiology Training session. On 
2 April, a discussion session on African Swine Fever (ASF) outbreak investigation protocol was led by Dr Li Shuo, FAO ASF 
Coordinator. Participants reviewed and discussed the protocol, and provided a list of recommendation. 

A simulation exercise on outbreak investigation was also conducted by the FETPV trainees during the training and this 
provided a good opportunity for the trainees to gain some practical field experience. 

The Module 2 of the China FETPV will be held during June to July 2015. 

The executive committee of the United Nations Theme Group on Health (UNTGH) sub-working group on diseases at the 
human-animal interface met on 7 April 2015 at the FAO China ECTAD office. 

Simulation exercise on outbreak investigationExperts from the RVC delivering the training

UNTGH sub-working group Executive Committee Meeting

FETPV 3rd cohort trainees
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They visited the Jiangxi Normal University’s Poyang Lake wetland laboratory 
where they were impressed with the technology. They also visited local duck farms 
with a team of experts from Okalahoma University and Jiangxi Normal University. 
Okalahoma University is partnering with Jiangxi Normal University to conduct an 
ecology study using transmitters to track duck movements. They also visited an 
egg wholesale market and the biggest poultry wholesale market in Nanchang, 
where they spoke to traders and buyers and gained a preliminary understanding 
on some of the poultry value chains, local consumption preferences and recent 
changes in the production systems. Reductions in prices of meat ducks and farmed 
wildlife coupled with higher prices and demand for duck eggs had resulted in 
significant changes. 

Advanced veterinary epidemiology training on risk-based surveillance and risk analysis for Chinese university academics 
was held at Huazhong Agricultural University in Wuhan, Hubei Province from 9 to 13 January 2015. It was the third 
training for the Chinese university academics and the focus was on strengthening capacity among university academics 
on risk based approaches to surveillance, disease control as required for their work on national programs. 

Around 50 academic staff from 17 national universities attended the five-day training. Prof Ian Robertson and Dr Cai 
Chang delivered the training, with assistance from Dr Li Yin from CAHEC, Dr Guo Fusheng and Mr Tang Hao from FAO 
China ECTAD Office. 

Participants demonstrated keen interest in the training topics and were actively engaging in the discussion sessions. 
They also expressed the need for an in-depth training in the future. 

Dr Wantanee Kalpravidh, Regional Manager and Dr Peter Black, Deputy Regional Manager of FAO ECTAD RAP 
will visit China from 2 to 6 February 2015. 
The Module 1 of the China FETPV will be launched in Qingdao on 30 March 2015.

1.

2.

Upcoming activities!

Ducks in Poyang Lake

Trainees were having a discussion during the training
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There is potential for FAO to collaborate with local universities and animal health authorities in areas of mutual interest.  



They reviewed the recommendations of the One Health Workshop held in 
August 2013, discussed how to align with the existing project activities at 
each agency with these recommendations, planned for the next working 
group meeting and reviewed and updated the action plan of the working 
group. 

It was also decided that the next working group meeting will be held on 6 
May 2015 at the World Health Organization (WHO) China office. The main 
topic of the meeting will be to understand the implications for animal and 
human health of the recent global spread of H5Nx influenza viruses. 

The LinkTADs Epidemiology workshop was held from 9 to 10 April 2015 in Qingdao. Over 30 participants from 9 research 
institutions from the European Union (EU) and China attended. This two-day, highly interactive workshop was aimed at 
developing new research projects that will fill the main knowledge gaps for the top priority emerging infectious diseases 
(EIDs) and transboundary animal diseases (TADs). Dr Daniel Beltran-Alcrudo from FAO HQs, Dr Guo Fusheng and Dr Li Shuo 
from FAO China ECTAD participated in the meeting representing FAO and facilitated the meeting. 

Discussions revolved around eight priority diseases identified by 
the LinkTADs project partners, including avian influenza (AI), bovine 
tuberculosis (bTB), classical swine fever (CSF), African swine fever 
(ASF), antimicrobial resistance (AMR), porcine reproductive and 
respiratory syndrome (PPRS), Japanese encephalitis (JE) and peste 
des petits ruminants (PPR). Through the meeting, participants gained 
better understanding of the epidemiological situation for each disease, 
current research and gaps in knowledge. The meeting also provided an 
opportunity for future collaboration with relevant partners.

The most important outcome of this workshop was a framework for research project proposal development. This is now 
being used for drafting of Concept notes and sharing with partners for further comment.

Prof John Edwards, Senior Technical Coordinator of FAO China ECTAD had 
a meeting in Beijing with Dr Elso Kannekens, the Deputy Chief Veterinary 
Officer of the Netherlands and Ms Nynke Runia, Agricultural Counsellor. 
The Netherlands Government was one of the supporting partners of 
the China FETPV program at the initiation phase, has participated in the 
Steering Committee and in this way had contributed to the current success 
of the program. Prof Edwards explained how the China FETPV program was 
progressing well and that the most important thing to ensure long term 
sustainability was to develop a team of Chinese Trainers. Dr Kannekens 
expressed continued support for the FETPV program and the intention to 

support several of the FETPV trainers to visit the University of Utrecht in the Netherlands to gain advanced experience and 
international contacts in Epidemiology.

LinkTADs Epidemiology workshop in Qingdao

FAO explores collaborative opportunity with the Netherlands Government

1. The meeting of the UNTGH sub-working group on diseases at the human-animal Interface will be held on 6 
May 2015. 

2. Prof John Edwards and Dr Guo Fusheng will attend the 9th Annual Regional ECTAD Meeting (AREM) in 
Bangkok from 12-15 May 2015. 

Upcoming activities

UNTGH sub-working group Executive Committee 
Meeting

Participants were identifying prioritized research 
topics

Meeting with Dr Elso Kennekens and Ms 
Nynke Runia
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